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of the population (U.S. Census Bureau, 2012). Studies using the ADA definition of dis-
ability or some part of it (e.g., physical limitations) have found that both women and 
men with disabilities are at higher risk for intimate partner violence (IPV), particularly 
severe forms of physical abuse (e.g., being kicked, punched, or bitten) than women and 
men without disabilities (Ballan et al., 2014; Curry et al., 2001; Plummer & Findley, 
2012). Although some researchers maintain that people with disabilities may be as 
much as 2–5 times more likely to be victimized, others have been critical of these esti-
mates because most studies use small, convenience samples, usually of people with one 
type of disability, which are not representative of the population of people with disa-
bilities (Hahn et al., 2014).

There have only been a few studies that use large, population-based samples to 
examine the problem of intimate abuse against people with disabilities, although those 
that are available show smaller differences in risk between people with and without 
disabilities. For example, Hahn et  al. (2014) analyzed two waves of data from the 
National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESARC;  
N = 34,563 adults). Some of their findings are shown in Table 10.1. They found that  
4.4 percent of women with physical and mental health impairments reported past-year 
IPV victimization compared to 3 percent of women without impairments. More men 
than women in this study reported past-year IPV victimization, although similar to the 
findings of other IPV studies, women experienced more IPV that caused injuries seri-
ous enough to require medical attention. The differences in IPV rates between men 
with and without disabilities were not large: 4.9 percent of men with physical and 
mental health impairments and 3.6 percent of men without impairments reported IPV 
victimization in the past year.

SOURCE: Compiled from Hahn, McCormick, Silverman, Robinson, & Koenen.

IPV Victimization Women (%) Men (%)

Partner pushed, grabbed, or shoved you 3.9 4.3

Partner slapped, kicked, bit, or punched you 1.8 2.3

Partner threatened you with a weapon 0.4 0.6

Partner cut or bruised you 1.0 0.7

Partner forced sex from you 0.8 0.5

Partner injured you to the level that required medical care 6.3 0.2

Total IPV victimization 4.4 4.9

Table 10.1 � Past-Year Rates of IPV Among Women and Men With Physical 
and Mental Health Disabilities


